
Agenda

• 19:00 – Arrival (tea and coffee)

• 19:30 – Welcome and Introduction (CN)

• 19:40 – Planning application overview (AH)

• 20:05 – Alternatives to solar (PH)

• 20:15 – How to register your view (MD)

• 20:20 – Open Forum Q&A (All)
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Presentation to the public meeting at The Farmhouse at Redcoats

Alternatives to Solar Farms that encroach on the Greenbelt

Monday 4th April 2022
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About me

I have lived in, and around Hitchin for over 50 years.

I live at The Wyck.

I own a 14 acre parcel of land next to the proposed development.

I was approached to include our land in the application. I was offered £1000 per 
acre, per year for 30 years - I refused because of the reasons I will explain to you 
during this presentation.

Professionally I have:
• Worked for the office of the deputy prime minister advising on construction 

methodology;
• Been a director and senior executive board member of Keller Group PLC, 

turnover £2 billion – Constructing many high-profile projects around the 
World;

• Grown a small business to reach £100 million turnover, specialising in social 
housing improvements and specialist repair in the UK;

• Grown a local business producing construction related software products and 
providing construction consultancy services. We have helped companies 
secure over £10 billion of construction projects.

• Developed brown field land in Hitchin into Burton Gardens.
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The proposed location of the site
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St Ippolyts

Almshoe Bury
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Why has it been selected?
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Reason
Proximity to a sub station - lower construction costs

Great Wilbraham solar development (which is connected to a sub-station 11km from the site) 
demonstrates that there is no technological barrier to connecting sites at a range of locations.
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Previous Application
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Reason why the 2015 application was refused

That permission be REFUSED for the following reasons: 

The proposal would cause harm to the purpose of safeguarding the countryside from 
encroachment. In the opinion of the Local Planning Authority the applicant has not 
demonstrated Very Special Circumstances which are sufficient to outweigh the substantial 
weight that should be given to any harm to the Green Belt that is required under paragraph 
88 of the NPPF. The proposal therefore conflicts with saved Policy 2 'Green Belt' of the North 
Hertfordshire District Local Plan No. 2 - with Alterations and Section 9 'Protecting Green Belt 
Land' of the NPPF. 

What has changed since 2015 to create special circumstances?
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North Herts District Council
On 21 May 2019, the council passed a climate emergency motion which pledged to do everything within the 
council's power to achieve zero carbon emissions in North Herts by 2030. 

This declaration asserted the council's commitment toward climate action beyond current government targets and 
international agreements.

Developers
Energy prices have risen considerably since 2015. The 
higher the wholesale price of electricity, the greater the 
return for the developer. The Solar farm will not reduce the 
cost of electricity anywhere.

Solar panels have reduced in cost. The developer will make 
more money.

If approved it will develop over £100,000,000 of revenue, 
equivalent to 6 - 7% compound interest on investment. This 
profit will increase if the cost of electricity increases.

This application is about making money, not providing 
environmental benefits
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The reasons why it should be refused
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1. The purpose of the Greenbelt is to protect the countryside from urban sprawl and industrial 
development – this application is within the greenbelt, is industrial, and is substantial;

2. This agricultural land produces 200 tons of wheat a year – food production is important;
3. There is sufficient land outside the greenbelt to place solar farms –this one has been chosen because it 

maximises profit for the private developer;
4. The government is already spending our taxes on renewable energy projects that achieve the UK climate 

change commitments and to overcome the energy crisis. This project would make big profits for Spanish 
investors, but It would not reduce our energy bills;

5. Reducing carbon emissions could be better achieved by properly insulating housing, saving money for 
residents and reducing greenhouse gas emissions;

6. Solar generation would be better suited to the roofs of industrial buildings, low-grade agricultural land, 
the side of roads, and land outside of the greenbelt;

7. If approved, this development will propagate further applications to extend the ‘solar power station’ 
because a principle has been established, and the cost of connecting to it is cheap;

8. During construction, over 3,000 tons of materials need to be trucked onto the site, creating significant 
disruption for the local community for a year. Who removes it at the end?

Object to Sperberry Hill Solar Farm – it is the only way to prevent it



The Greenbelt and the quality of the land
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The fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open.
– Cabinet Office December 2014

National Greenbelt -15% of land London Greenbelt – our area marked by red square
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Grade 2 – very good quality agricultural land
Land with minor limitations that affect crop yield, cultivations or harvesting. A wide range of 
agricultural and horticultural crops can usually be grown. The level of yield is generally high 
but may be lower or more variable than grade 1.

Subgrade 3a – good quality agricultural land
Land capable of consistently producing moderate to high yields of a narrow range of arable 
crops, especially cereals.

Commercial scale Solar PV projects, should ideally utilise previously developed 
land, brownfield land, contaminated land, industrial land or agricultural land 
preferably of classification 3b, 4, and 5 (avoiding the use of ‘Best and Most 
Versatile’ cropland where possible). Land selected should aim to avoid affecting 
the visual aspect of landscapes, maintain the natural beauty and should be 
predominantly flat, well screened by hedges, tree lines, etc and not cause undue 
impact to nearby domestic properties or roads,
BRE Planning guidance
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What the planners say

• Development should be limited to 
brownfield land and poorer quality 
unproductive land. 

• BMV land should be avoided. The ‘most 
compelling evidence’ would be required if it 
was to be used. 

• The fact that BMV land happens to be 
available from a farmer who wants to 
abandon farming is not compelling evidence. 

• The fact that it is difficult to find poorer 
quality land within the district is not 
compelling evidence. 

• Local authority boundaries are not to be 
used as a limiting factor in the search for 
alternative options. If there is no poor quality
land within a district the only logical 
conclusion is that industrial scale solar plants 
are not the right renewable solution for that 
area. 

• Sequential testing is required in relation to 
the use of agricultural land. 
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Energy Generation UK
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Offshore wind is a critical source of renewable energy for our growing 
economy, with the UK already leading the world. By 2030 we plan to 
quadruple our offshore wind capacity so as to generate more power than all 
our homes use today, backing new innovations to make the most of this 
proven technology and investing to bring new jobs and growth to our ports 
and coastal regions.
Government plan for renewable energy November 2020

Taxpayer investment £12,000,000,000
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There is no mention of solar farms because:

By comparison with off-shore wind, solar farms are hugely inefficient.

A 90 acre solar park is said to be capable of supplying electricity to about 
6,500 homes. One wind turbine in the North Sea has the capacity to 
power about 16,000 homes. 

In terms of efficiency rating i.e. the amount of power exported to the grid, 
solar’s rating is between 11 and 15% whereas for off-shore wind the 
figure is 50%+. 

On one day in 2020 it has been reported that 78% of the UK’s electricity 
came from off-shore wind.

Industrial scale solar farms use up valuable arable land for no real benefit.
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Are they good for biodiversity?

Grazing sheep and bee-keeping are token gestures and in no way 
compensate for the lost potential of the land.

Transitory animals have their traditional routes blocked. Deer are 
often diverted onto roads.

Bird and bat deaths are common as they mistake the glass for water.

The land is degraded with little potential for biodiversity as half of it 
will be in permanent shadow and rain water run-off creates set 
channels without proper dispersal. 

Topsoil is removed and cleaning materials can contaminate the soil. 

There is the possibility of toxic chemicals leaching out from the panels. 

Lithium-ion battery storage represents a huge fire risk.
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Wind Generation

Worlds largest offshore wind farm – Dogger Bank

Total Output from Windfarms today – 75,610 GWh

Total Output from Windfarms 2026 - 274,945 GWh 
Total electrical requirement for the UK – 318,000 GWh
Office of National Statistics  
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Figures supplied and abstracted from Gridwatch
Figures abstracted from government forecasts contained within the government document:
Ten point plan for a green industrial revolution, the Office of National Statistics and www.Doggerbank.co.uk

http://www.doggerbank.co.uk/


Sperberry Hill Solar Farm If constructed, Sperberry Hill will be contributing 0.0097% of 
the energy requirement of the UK.

Sometimes it’s difficult to understand how much that is so:

The energy from it will be sold at the wholesale rate and will 
make no difference to consumer prices.

Object to Sperberry Hill Solar Farm – it is the only way to prevent it



Improving Insulation
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You can lose 25% of heat through the roof of an 

uninsulated home, so insulating your loft or roof is 

a great way to lower your heating bills.

A home can lose as much as 35% of its heat through 
uninsulated external walls. By investing in cavity wall 
insulation, you can significantly reduce the heat loss 
from your home.
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British Gas

Overall, you can reduce your heating bills by up to 50% - Other 
grants are available up to £10,000 for windows and doors.

The total of funds set aside by government for this is £2,000,000,000

The saving in energy per house is  up to 7490 KWh per year.

The work is easy to undertake and does not significantly disrupt 
people's lives.

It increases the value of their houses.
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There are around 20,000  houses in Hitchin. 

Most were built before the 1980’s when cavity walls 

were mandatory under planning regulations.

Let's say that half of them would benefit from better 

insulation.

This would save 74.9 KWh of energy per year.

The output of the proposed solar farm is around 50 KWh 

of energy per year.

Insulation would save more energy and have a 

direct benefit of reducing peoples electric and gas 

bills without changing the historic character of the 

greenbelt in the area.
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Other Locations
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The former Department of Energy and Climate Change estimated that 
there were 600,000 acres of south facing commercial roof-space in the 
UK.

North Herts can make a major contribution to carbon reduction by 
introducing policies requiring new developments to have solar panels 
on their roofs, heat pumps or district heating systems.

Districts with high grade land and outstanding countryside ( such as 
North Herts) are not suited to industrial scale solar plants on green 
field and greenbelt sites.

Motorways and Trunk Roads offer viable alternatives.

If solar farms are to be built, they should be positioned outside of the 
greenbelt on poor quality land so as not to reduce our capacity to 
grow crops and vegetables.
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Resident Disruption and Decommissioning
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The development will require:

At least 3000 tons transported to the site via single carriageway roads



Sperberry Hill and surrounding lanes are very narrow with 
single lanes and several pinch points. Some parts are unable 
to take two way traffic.

• 40 trips a week generated by articulated lorries;
• Over 80 ancillary vehicle movements per day; 
• 36 week construction period;

This will damage local roads, increase the risk of accidents 
and cause considerable inconvenience to the local 
community.

Construction activities would take place 7 days per week, 
during the following hours:

Monday to Friday 07:30 – 18:00; 
Saturday - Sunday 08:30 – 18:00. 

Source – Planning application
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Who removes it when it is no longer financially viable after 30 years?

UK Energy production will evolve considerably by 2050

• Wind Generated Power
• Nuclear Power
• Hydrogen transportation
• Electric Vehicles
• Domestic and Industrial Solar Energy
• Fusion power

As the cost of removal and reinstatement will be large there will be no 
financial incentive to return it to arable use.

However, there will be a strong case that this is now a brown field site, 
attracting further development of housing and industry.

The historical character of this area will be lost forever.
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Thank you for listening



Registering your view

Getting your view in ASAP is critical!
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What do you want to say 
about this specific scheme?

“I object”

“I am neutral”

“I am supportive”
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How do you want to say it?

eMail

Letter

Online



Suggested policy-based reasons for objection:

1. Loss of good quality agricultural land

2. Inappropriate development on Green Belt

3. Impact on setting of nearby housing and businesses and other local amenity 

4. Wildlife and Ecology impact. 

5. Impact during construction 

6. Risk of the farm land not being reinstated
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We have drafted a template letter you are free to use, or 
customise as you see fit
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If you agree with the content, all you need to do is 
fill in this section. 
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We also have a second, simplified, 
template available for you. 



Recommended Next Steps:

Fill in your details TONIGHT on one of our two templates and we will post them for you

or

Download the templates, customise them as you see fit (or write your own) and then: 

eMail: planning.control@north-herts.gov.uk

Post to: Mr Simon Ellis, Development and Conservation Manager, North Hertfordshire 
District Council, PO Box 10613, Nottingham, NG6 6DW

Online: https://pa2.north-herts.gov.uk/

Note: There are reports about the unreliability of this portal, with the site suggesting eMail as an alternate option
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No matter how you have your say, please ensure you include:

The application reference number:

22/00709/FP

Your:

Name, Address, eMail Address & Phone Number

(If sending by post, please also sign and date)

Important Note: 
Your name and address will be shown online, 

but your email, phone number and signature (if appropriate) will not be.
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All info from tonight (and more):

https://bit.ly/sperberry-solar
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Important:

Please submit your views 
on or before 8th April 2022.

Submissions submitted after this date may still count, but it’s 
important we work to the published dates at this stage

General questions/thoughts/comments/etc:

sperberrysolar@outlook.com

https://bit.ly/sperberry-solar
mailto:sperberrysolar@outlook.com

